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Local News
Letting kids be kids again

Volunteer helped organize camp for children who live with cancer

By: Erin Madden 
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Danielle Weidman (centre), recruited her mom, Lois (left) and friend Chelsea Duszak to work at the camp." 
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TREVOR.HAGAN@FREEPRESS.MB.CA Danielle Weidman (centre), recruited her mom, Lois (left) and friend Chelsea Duszak to work at the camp.

Danielle Weidman always knew she wanted to work with children. 

As a teen, she volunteered on the oncology ward at Children's Hospital, visiting with the sick kids, and her summers were spent volunteering at day camps. 

Rising through the day-camp ranks, she was just 18 when she served as an assistant camp director. She was determined to become the director, but was told she was too young. With the motivation to do more, Weidman started doing some research and she came across Camp Quality -- a non-profit organization that hosts week-long camps for children who are going through cancer treatments or have had cancer, as well as their siblings. 

At that time, there was no Camp Quality in Manitoba, but after attending one in Ontario, Danielle set to work helping to start one. 

Camp Quality Manitoba's fifth annual camp is being held Aug. 16 to 21. 

Danielle, 23, and several other volunteers have been working year-round to make sure the camp will be a memorable experience for the 25 children who will attend. Entirely free, the camp offers a unique opportunity for campers, who are paired one-on-one with an adult companion for the duration of their stay. This helps ensure parents are more at ease with sending their sick children away to camp. Medically trained professionals serving as volunteers are on-site at all times. 

"We've done tons of work here over the last five years to really get it started," explained Weidman, a second-year medical student at the University of Manitoba, who plans to one day volunteer as the camp doctor. "I think that just seeing the kids have an absolute blast is the best part of all. It's what keeps us going through the year." 

Serving as the camp registrar, Weidman works with families to complete paperwork for the children who attend. In addition, she attends the camp, assisting with programming and serving as a companion. With just a small volunteer committee to make it all happen, Weidman has also worked hard to recruit new volunteers. Chelsea Duszak, a University of Winnipeg science student, joined the camp organizing committee after becoming friends with Weidman through school. 

"I thought that it would be a great thing to get involved in," said Duszak, 22, who will attend her third camp this year. "For this one week out of the entire year, the kids get to be kids again. These kids don't necessarily get the same childhood that everybody else does growing up. A lot of their childhood is spent in the hospital, so for them to be out with friends and new people, not in a hospital, not confined, but to be free and be kids is really rewarding to watch." 

Weidman also recruited her mother as a volunteer. Lois Weidman initially came on board to assist with fundraising events, but her role has grown and this year she will attend her first camp. 

"I'm excited to be a part of something that Danielle has been a part of -- she's brought me into this and I'm looking forward to seeing what she has experienced over the last number of years," said Lois. "I can't even speak how unbelievably proud her dad and I are of her. Of everything she's done." 

If you would like more information about Camp Quality, or would like to become a volunteer, please contact Cathy-Ann Winters at 1-866-799-6103. Volunteers are still required to serve as companions and programming staff at this year's camp. Any medical professionals -- such as doctors and nurses -- willing to donate their time are also encouraged to call. Camp Quality Manitoba also requires volunteers to sit on the camp organizing committee. Additional information can be found online at www.campquality.com. 

If you are the parent of a child who has suffered from cancer and would like her or him to attend camp, call Weidman at 955-2926. 

If you know a special volunteer who strives to make their community a better place to live, please contact Erin Madden at erinmadden@shaw.ca. 

The following is a list of volunteer opportunities advertised in the Winnipeg area. For more information about these listings, please contact the person/organization directly. You may also call (204) 477-5180 ext. 221 to set up an appointment to see an interviewer at Volunteer Manitoba. E-mail: vmreferral@mts.net or visit our website: www.volunteermanitoba.ca for other available volunteer opportunities. 

Folklorama needs volunteers for various positions from Aug. 2 to 15. Help out with kick-off, delivery, and tour registration. No experience needed. Call: Tanya, 982-6213 or santinit@folklorama.ca. 

Hospice and Palliative Care Manitoba urgently needs volunteers who would be willing to be trained as end-of-life companions or bereavement support volunteers to provide support to end-of-life clients and their families. Information: 889-8525 or www.manitobahospice.ca. 

VoicePrint Winnipeg is seeking volunteer readers. We need your voice! If you have an interest in broadcasting and are available during the day, you can help bring print media to the vision-restricted. VoicePrint is a division of the National Broadcast Reading Service and is a registered charity. Our office is located at 2-150 Goulet St. Information: Kendra, kgaede@voiceprintcanada.com or 237-8401. 

Habitat for Humanity Muddy Waters One Hundred Cycling Event takes place Aug. 9. This event consists of 25 km, 60 km, 100 km and 100 miles (161km) ride. Positions needed: rest stop volunteers- Kildonan Park, Lockport, Selkirk and Birds Hill Park; finish line volunteers-The Forks; snack prep volunteers; sign-in volunteers-The Forks; drivers (with trucks) - 60k, 100k, 100miles. Information: Evelina, emogourian@habitat.mb.ca. 

St. Vital Historical Society was established to identify, collect and preserve articles and items related to the history of the St. Vital Community. Volunteers are needed in various areas. Call svhs@mts.net.
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