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Australasia 3 Peaks Glacier Expedition 2010

Papua Province, Indonesian New Guinea
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CANADIAN ADVENTURER LAUNCHES AUSTRALASIA 3 PEAKS GLACIER EXPEDITION 2010

Khartoum, Sudan, May 3, 2010 - Canadian Adventurer Carol Sparks is teaming up with Ricky Munday, who led a successful ascent of Africa’s 3 highest peaks in 2008, to undertake a challenging expedition into the remote forests of Papua Province, Indonesian New Guinea, in late 2010. The expedition has three distinct aims:
1. Mountaineering – To complete the first female ascent of Puncak Mandala and second ascent of the South Face and become the first expedition to safely climb the three highest peaks in Papua Province and Australasia
2. Scientific - Support ongoing scientific research on the disappearance of Papua’s glaciers by verifying the existence/extent of ice caps on the three peaks, creating a photographic record and collecting other scientific data for later analysis by world-class researchers
3. Community - Raise a substantial sum of money to support children with cancer in Canada and disadvantaged youth in the UK 
Carol has a very special reason for undertaking the expedition. She was diagnosed with cancer at the age of 14. Having survived this terrifying experience, she set herself some really challenging life goals and wrote a list outlining what she wanted to accomplish before she died. Since then, she has been checking them off one by one; guiding canoeing trips in Quetico Provincial Park; working as a raft guide in Jasper; taking a solo backpacking trip overland from Morocco to Ghana; competing in half marathons and triathlons; and completing a 40 day canoe trip in Northern Ontario to raise funds for Camp Quality Canada, who support children diagnosed with childhood cancer. 
“My personal objective was to continually remind myself that I was alive and able to continue to enjoy the Canadian wilderness. The wider objective was to encourage young people, women and men to live each day to its fullest and to strive for those things deemed impossible. At the age of 32, I have checked off everything that was on my list and now I want to push myself even farther. This expedition has the possibility to disseminate a message beyond my immediate community,” said Carol, who currently works for the United Nations High Commission for Refugees in Sudan.
The data collected by the team will be analysed by researchers at three institutions who are studying glacial recession as an indicator of climate change. In 2008, the World Glacier Monitoring Service published the first Global Glacier Changes: Facts and Figures report. This highlighted that the average annual melting rate of glaciers appears to have doubled after the turn of the millennium. If the trend continues, it is possible that glaciers may completely disappear from many mountain ranges in the 21st century. It also warned that data gaps exist in some vulnerable parts of the globe, undermining the ability to provide precise early warning for countries and populations at risk. Carol Sparks explained, “This expedition aims to help fill one of these gaps. A better understanding of the changes in these small ice masses will provide a vital record of climate change information in this remote region.” 
For Ricky, the expedition is something of a return to his expedition roots. “In 1994, at the age of 17, I was given the opportunity to undertake an environmental expedition to Indonesian Borneo with the aim of upgrading the facilities in a National Park. At the time, I was deeply committed to the preservation of the natural world. Since then, my expeditions have lacked any real environmental considerations. On this expedition, we’ll be collecting vital data on the existence and extent of ice cap cover on the three highest peaks in Papua Province,” said Ricky.
Ricky, who currently works for a Humanitarian Aid Agency in Darfur, Sudan, also has a personal incentive - he is raising funds for Raleigh International’s Youth Partnership Programme, which provides opportunities for economically disadvantaged or socially excluded youth to participate in life-changing expeditions. “The opportunity for me to join my first expedition inspired my love of adventure and I understand how difficult it can be for young people from underprivileged backgrounds to get an opportunity like that; I also understand that they are likely to get the most benefit out of that opportunity and it’s a privilege to support this programme.” Ricky will be supported on the expedition by the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, having recently been announced as a Churchill Fellow for 2010.
From a mountaineering perspective, the expedition will attempt to become only the third party to summit remote Puncak Mandala, including a second ascent of the steep South Face. The expedition, which is being made possible in part through a grant from the Alpine Club of Canada’s Environment Fund, will include the first female ascent of this remote peak. The team will be relying on missionary organisations to fly them in to remote airstrips due to the remote locations and inaccessibility of the mountains; nevertheless the nearest airstrip to Puncak Mandala is 20 km away and there is no recognised route to access the mountain. With the tree-line extending to over 4,000m, the team will set aside five weeks to complete the first ascent. “Reliable mapping of the area is not available. An Australian team attempting an ascent from the North in 1996 failed to even each the mountain – the approach was too arduous and took too long,” said Ricky, whose long term goal is to be the first person to climb the three highest peaks on every continent.
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